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understanding of His secrets,53 and says
that " it is but for few to comprehend
these things," as showing a "trace of
Gnostic tradition." " Wherefore instruc-
tion, which reveals hidden things, is called
illumination, as it is the teacher only who
uncovers the lid of the ark." x Further
referring to S. Paul, he comments on his
remark to the Romans that he will " come
in the fulness of the blessing of Christ," 2
and says that he thus designates " the
spiritual gift and the Gnostic interpretation,
while being present he desires to impart
to them present as ' the fulness of Christ,
according to the revelation of the Mystery
sealed in the ages of eternity, but now
manifested by the prophetic Scriptures'3
. . . . But only to a few of them is
shown what those things are which are
contained in the Mystery. Rightly, then,
Plato, in the epistles, treating of God,
says : ' We must speak in enigmas; that
should the tablet come by any mischance

1 Ibid. bk. V., ch. x,   * Loc. Cit. xv. 29.
* Ibid. xvi.  25, 26;   the version quoted  differs in
words,   but   not   in   meaning,   from    the   English
Authorised Version.